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15-17 West Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Commercial Historic District
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Action:
Approval to renovate the “Ardmore Art Alley” between 
two commercial buildings, including brick repointing, 
touching up painted brick surfaces, expanding the 
extent of the painted area, adherence of 
interchangeable canvas murals, and installation of 
hardware to mount string lights. 

(HARB’S RECOMMENDATION WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE 
FINAL AGENDA)
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Wall of 15 W. Lancaster Ave.

Existing Proposed

Wall of 17 W. Lancaster Ave.

Existing Proposed

24

25



7/23/2025

13

Proposed Extent of Expanded Painted Area
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Preliminary Consultant Review 
 

 

 

Compiled by Carol Quigley, Senior Designer / Project Manager  Frens & Frens Studio, Patterhn Ives LLC 
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15-17 West Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore Historic District 

Applicant / Owner: Alec Hersh/Ardmore Initiative for Peter Berman and Sherry Tillman 

Application Type: Commercial 

Project Summary:  The applicant proposes to renovate the open-air passage that links Lancaster 
Avenue to the parking lot at the north side of the buildings that front Lancaster.   

Comments: 

• The subject passage was designed in 2005 to have decorative “steel gateway arches” above the 
entrance point of each end of the pedestrian passage, and waves of painted color along the walls, 
tensioned fabric screens hung above providing shade and sculptural elements, vegetation at grade 
and up the walls, and lighting.  Over the last two decades, the previously installed details have 
become worn or removed all together.  The applicant now proposes to renovate the passage. 

• Proposed renovations include repointing areas of the brick walls where needed, painting over the 
existing waves of tan and gray paint with a full one-story height of white paint to provide a “blank 
canvas”; installation of multiple mural paintings on canvas to be applied to the white field, 
installation of string lights crisscrossing down the pedestrian alley, and adding bistro tables and 
planters.   

• Upgrades to the decorative elements of the pedestrian alley are warranted and improve the public 
interest and safety in the area.  Lighting of more constrained spaces such as this is always a good 
idea for public safety, and string lights are a common and pleasing method of doing so with minimal 
impact on the structures.  Public art on open horizontal surfaces is also a positive element in historic 
districts, but in the Ardmore Historic District where painting the predominant facades of red brick is 
not appropriate, creating a large white field for artwork would not be appropriate either.  Given the 
existing painted brick surface, it would be most appropriate to either test the potential removal of 
the existing paint, repaint the existing colors as a means of maintenance (employing appropriate 
coatings for the masonry application), or creating the desired monolithic “field” of the whole first 
story by applying an appropriate coating in a red-brick color so that it blends in with the existing 
brick, but still provides a uniform background for installed artwork.  

• The proposed artwork (presuming the submitted imagery is currently functioning as placeholders) 
should be reviewed by the HARB when developed.   

Given the considerations noted above, we recommend approval of this application in accordance with 
Standards 7, 9 and 10. 




