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Historical Commission

1246 Bryn Tyddyn Drive, Gladwyne

Class 2

Action:
Approval to replace a cedar roof with an asphalt shingle 
roof on a residence and garage, with a subcommittee to 
review additional details, citing Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standard 9.

37

38



6/30/2025

2

Roofing would be replaced on both residence and garage

Proposed Roofing Product
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Significant details including pole gutters and step flashing will be retained.
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June 23, 2025   |   Historical Commission 

Preliminary Consultant Review 

Compiled by Carol Quigley, Senior Designer / Project Manager  Frens & Frens Studio, Patterhn Ives LLC 

2024-R-08 

1246 Bryn Tyddyn Road, Class 2 
Owner / Applicant:  Ted Demski for Rohynn Gallagher 
Application Type: Residential 

Project Summary:  The applicant proposes to replace existing wood roofing with asphalt roofing on the 

primary structure and an accessory structure. 

Comments: 

• The existing resource is a two story one and a half story brick tenant house built into the hillside
designed by R. Brognard Okie and constructed in 1939.  The steeply pitched gabled roof features two
small, shed dormers on each slope.  The second structure is a one-story, four bay garage / carriage
structure with a low-sloped gable roof.  Each of the existing structures currently has a wood shingle roof
that is at the end of its service life and requires replacement.

• The most appropriate replacement of a historic roof is an in-kind replacement, and a wood shake roof
would be the most appropriate choice in this case as well.  When in-kind replacement is not possible,
substitute materials that resemble the original roofing material to the greatest degree are
recommended.  Synthetic wood shingles are now commonly available and are detailed in such a manner
that they are deemed an appropriate substitute for real wood shingle roofing and the applicant may
consider this option.  As submitted, the applicant has proposed the installation of a dimensional asphalt
shingle roof in lieu of the natural wood shingle.  Asphalt shingle roofs have greatly improved in their
aesthetics and their resemblance of wood shingles, though they are still easily distinguished as asphalt
shingles.  Of the asphalt shingle options currently available, the proposed specification and color is one
of the options that provides a color and dimensional depth that simulates some of the shadows and
tones of weathered wood and is appropriate.

• The applicant has noted the retention of the existing distinctive features of the roof assembly, including
a new coper lining at the existing pole gutter, in kind replacement of chimney stepped flashing in copper
and other copper flashing details. The roofing quote notes the inclusion of aluminum edge flashing
which should be minimal in height and should be selected to match the color of the adjacent trim.

Given the considerations noted above, we recommend approval of this application, in accordance 

with Standard 9.   




