AN ORDINANCE

NO.

AN ORDINANCE To Amend The Code Of The Township Of
Lower Merion, Chapter 51, Alarms, To Provide A Definition For
Alarm Verification Feature And To Require That As Of July 1,
2020 All Residential Alarm Systems Must Be Equipped With
Such Feature; To Require That All Commercial Alarm Systems
Be UL Certified And Installed By A Certified Alarm Company;
To Require That All Alarm Systems Be Annually Inspected; And
To Require That The Annual Inspection Report For Commercial
Systems Be Provided To The Lower Merion Fire Department
Within 30 Days Following The Inspection.

The Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Merion hereby ordains:

Section 1. The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 51, Alarms, § 51-1,
Definitions, is hereby amended by the addition in alphabetical order of a definition for Alarm
Verification Feature, to provide as follows:

§ 51-1. Definitions.
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this
chapter:
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ALARM VERIFICATION FEATURE.

A feature of automatic fire detection and alarm systems to reduce unwanted alarms
wherein smoke detectors report alarm conditions for a minimum period of time, or

confirm alarm conditions within a given time period after being reset, in order to be
accepted as a valid alarm initiation signal.
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Section 2. The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 51, Alarms, § 51-3,
Permit requirements, is hereby amended by the addition of a new subsection (C), to provide as
follows:

§ 51-3. Permit requirements.

% %k ok % % k ok



C. All commercial alarm systems shall be UL Certified. Permits for
commercial alarm systems will only be issued to an alarm company
certified to install such systems.

Section 3. The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 51, Alarms, § 51-4,
Operational requirements, is hereby amended by the addition of a new subsection (C), to provide
as follows:

§ 51-4. Operational requirements.

C. On or before July 1, 2020, all residential alarm systems must be equipped
with a functioning “Alarm Verification Feature”

Section 4 The Code of the Township of Lower Merion, Chapter 51, Alarms, § 51-8,
Inspections, is hereby amended to provide as follows:

§ 51-8. Inspections.

A. For the purpose of enforcing this chapter and as a condition to installing
and maintaining an Alarm System, an Alarm User shall execute a consent,
in such form as may be prescribed by the Secretary, which will authorize
the Township to enter upon the Alarm User’s premises within the
Township, at reasonable times and upon reasonable notice, to inspect the
installation and operation of an Alarm System.

B. All residential and commercial alarm systems must be inspected annually
by a certified technician.. Owners of commercial properties must forward
a copy of the annual inspection report to the Lower Merion Fire
Department within 30 days following the inspection.

Section S. Nothing in this Ordinance or in Chapter 51 of the Code of the Township of
Lower Merion, as hereby amended, shall be construed to affect any suit or proceedings in any
Court, any rights acquired or liability incurred, any Permit issued, or any cause or causes of
action existing under the said Chapter 51 prior to the adoption of this amendment.

Section 6. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable, and if any section,
sentence, clause, part, or provision thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by
any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of this court shall not affect or impair the
remaining sections, sentences, clauses, parts or provisions of this ordinance. It is hereby
declared to be the intent of the Board that this ordinance would have been adopted if such illegal,
invalid, or unconstitutional section, sentence, clause, part, or provision had not been included
herein.



Section 7 This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its approval
as required by law.

Approved by the Board this day of , 2020.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MERION

heim, President
ATTEST:

Jody L. Kelley, Secretary

N



